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552 that the Devil had a carnal. 
II. That Gov: exiſtech in t the 
Form of an old Man about fix 


3 Infant. 
Hg * 1 ay e 
upon there was no 
God in Heaven. | 


Evi Principle did eternally exiſt; 


VI. That when Jeſus Chriſt 
died, Gop died; and there was 
then no God either in Heaven, 
VII. That Me 001270” 
| abs RE 2 
who Iiv.d in- the time of OLE 
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 beliove not 


every Spirit, but 
r they be of Gad———for God i 
Men, but of Peace. © 
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; TH E g Kerl YG rtunities I ha TTY 
of hearing jour deliver your (Slag 


22 * 


ments refp reſpecting the pace religious Pro- 
felfon you'r make, a 


As far as'F-know, 1 have father q nothing 


upon you 4s a Principle 'of your Seck, but 
what you have owned às ſuch; nor have i in- 


tended to conſider all the Peruliarities of y your 


Syſtem; but only thoſe more general Maximson 


whichthe Whole of your Schemeis ſupported. 


If I have been fo unfortunate as to 


have repreſented your Principles in a ſome- 
- Whar different Dreſs to what you would have 
done, you muſt excuſe me; eſpecially when. 
1 cell you, 1 have made uſe of no other 


ny of f collecting the ſeveral Articles 


being 4 Diſciple, of 
Moc row and REE VES, has 00 5 
ced me to confider ſome af the grand e 8 
of yout'Faith, and, in che folfSwing, mariner, 
to give you my Opinion concerning them. 
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herein mentioned, . but only ſome Pieces of +. 
Converſation 1 have had with you, and 

ſome others of yo Fraternity; * > 


pepe e eee, 
haying ill employ d myſelf, finee yd ur Notions - 
appear ſo extravagant that no other Pemhas e- 
ſteem d you worth its Notice: but as I have had 
0 lf Delign, 1 pe, a eaſt, forygyrcarſid 
Reflections, clpecially when I xellyourhat th 


+ 
4 


fo, w etea ſincere Love for Tut 2 or A Deſite of 

more 8 for you, ariſing from aa 
Fin IN Ah abt Rn CIOS 

Apprebenfion of your being miſtaken; which 


J 


if 1,” and bis, Bend conerbure 4e your 


? * 


Conviction thereof, would as a., further, 


0 


vis „ 9%, 3 a PEW: 7 11 e x | 1 
Conſequence, prevent your diligent, Endea- 


7 1 


vours to propagate. thoſe, your Miſtakes; 


and thus would not only juſtify, but amply 


a 
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teward the little Trouble I have given my 


erer! 
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. to the Sect called Mugglctonians, i 1s ne- 
vertheleſs a Maxim,” on which * * 
conſiderable Strels; . 


5 muſt have exiſted without Beginning; tho' at 5 


gan to be modell d, and . 1 27 an crertial 
Active Principle. . 


In Anſwer to ahi 1 1 les, 
that we can form no Idea ar all of Matter, 
_ diſtint from, and excluſive of Magnitude, 
Inpenerr ability, and Divoifibility ; but if rheſe * 
ate eſſential Properties of Matter, then Aar. 
e a N or ws . merely paſſove, - 
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an Opinion, which, althou gh nr 


0 4 L * 
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J. 1 have heard chem aſſert; thet ] 1 * 


the ſame time as an inert, and merely 
principle, which an ſome Part of Duration be- 


— 


OE 


could not unbeginningly exiſt; becauſe, it muſt 0 
then have exiſted with ſuch Properties as do £ 
invariably imply Den; For A 1 L 
Penetrability, and Divifibility, are ſuch Proper- { 
ties as conſtantly render their Subjef? capable 1 © 
of being altered and changed, in its very 8 
Mode and Form: And as no Account can 
be given, or Reaſon aſligned, why any one 
Particle of Matter ſhould haye exiſted unbe- 
girmingly in one Form, more than in . 
ther; and, as its poſſeſfing any one Form 
muſt certainly be the Effect of Deſign; there 
fore I conclude, that Marrer could not exiſt 
eternally ;'4. e. without Beginning. FR 
e 


But again; That Matter could have exiſted 
unbeginningly, as an inert, unactive Prin- 
ciple; and afterwaxds, or in ſome ſubſequent 
Part of Duration, could begin to ed 
i- e. begin to be wrought upon, will appear 
abſurd, if we conſider, that Duration applied 
to an eternal, unbeginning Being abſtrac- 
tedly confidered, is Nonſenſe, and abſolute- 
ly impertinent: Beſides, rhe Difficulty of 
imagining, how this eternally independent 
Being ſhould brgin ro be independent, is un- 
farmounrable. On the other Hand, as ur 
can diſcern in this inert, unactive Matter, the 

5 N evident 
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* N of 5 and ; 
to anſwer all the Purpoles for whichir js made 
uſe of, we may with infinitely leſz * | 
ſuppo cir to be a Kind of Effect, ot Produc, 
| of hs unbeginning active Pripci e 0 
ar diſpoled of by: him at Plea ure. 
But again; Matter could not exiſt eter- 
nally, as an unactiue, inert Principle, becauſe 


no End can be aſſi gned for it's ſo eternally 5 


iſting : but ir — have exiſted alda 
ly which cannot (I think) be pal 
of an eternal, independent Principle. 

It may be replied, That we can form. no 
Idea of the eternal alfive Principle,: as King 


vichout Beginning; which is, certainly true, 


and it muſt be confeſſed, that was he ſuch 
@ Being, as we could form any adequate, 
or full Idea of, he would loſe all Manner 
al Claim to thoſe Perfedtiaus we ſo propen- 
y attribute to him; and could neither be 

eternal in his Duration, nor init in his Na: 
ture, or Being. Notwithſtanding this, he 


is ſo far diſcoverable, as may be of Uk and 
| Advantage to us, even in this our State of 


lamperſection and Tryal: Nevyertheleſ alu 
though we can form no determinate or 
char Idea of ante gel, yet from ſuch 


Argu- 


. "ur * , ** * + 
e FRE tx : g 5 $ 


Arguments which 7 may, 4 ako hive been i 
urged à Poſteriori, we are certain, the firſt 
| Cauſe could not begin to exiſt; which Con- 


cluſion is undoubtedly certain. 


Nor. is, what ſome aſſert, at all leb. ve 
with me, viz. That God could not exert. 
his Power without a Subject, on which he 


might exert it; ſince the Notion neceſſarily 


— —— 


confines Deity, and introduces the Idea of. 


God as a dependent Being; - becauſe it 


ſuppoſes, ſomething muſt neceſſarily exiſt | 


beſides himſelf, to render him active, or 


without which he could not be an active Be- 


ing! There is leſs Abſurdity to me in ima- 
gining, that the Power of God could give 


Exiſtence, or, in other Words, produce an 
Ens or Being; and if I ſay from nothing, 
: though I can form no Idea of Non-entity, - 
yet in the Notion there is no Oppoſition; ' in- 
aſmuch as Nothing cannot oppoſe: Nor am 
I capable of reducing ſuch an Effect of the 
Power of God to an  Abſurdiry, much leſs 
5 a Contradittion. - 5 
But again; . let it FR conſi "Ry tw ths 
| Produdtion of what we call Life and Moti» 
Wikis to es an . as n _ 5 
LOWS c 
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the Creation of inert, unactive Matter, or- 
dhe giving it Exiſtence; and therefore I ſe © if 
no Reaſon why we ſhould boggle at the No- 
tion of infinite Power effecting the latter, 
any more than the former; nor does there 
appear to be leſs Wiſdom and Power neceſſary 
to the Support and Preſervation of the Uni- 
verſe, than to the making, framing, and giv- 
£ ing it being. But to proceed 


II. The Muggletonians aſſert, That two 7 : 
ferent Principles did always, or eternally exiſt, 
' viz, A good, and alſo an evil Principle; and 


5 


6 that the Devil had a carnal Knowledge of Eve. 
Ih! have already obſerved, that ane Notion 


|| of the modern Muggletonians is, that Matter 
exiſted eternally, altho as an inert, unactive 
Thing, or Being; but if fo, then this evil 
Principle could not have this unactive Thing 
as the Subject of its Exiſtence; becauſe that 
Jo would deſtroy the Notion of its being inert, 
and unactive; nevertheleſs, they ſeem to 
7 aſſert, That it exiſted as diſtinct, or really, 
as the good Principle, or God exiſted: 
Idhall therefore endeavour to evince the Falſity 
of this Opinion, or Tenet; and would 
| obſerve, that to Oppoſites could not naps 
CCC | have 


\ 
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pacities; and even then it appears to be ma- 
thematically falle, becauſe they muſt then 
mutually deſtroy each other, their Forces or 
Influences being equal, but yet diametrically 

oppoſite and repugnant to each other: But 


it not equal an their Forces or Influences, 


having been in its Force, or Re- 
ſiſtance: But Good and Evil are direct 
Contraries, and according to their degree of 


Impetus, or Influence do oppoſe, repell, and 


deſtroy each other; therefore they could not 
exiſt eternally. ee n 


Beſides, Evil, moral Evil, could notiex- 


in bat in 2 Sabjelt capable of moral Good, or 
moral Evil; but the Huff Cauſe: of. all Things 
js not capable of both, He being invariab y 
good; therefore cuil muſt have been originated 
fon a Subject capable of both; which Sub- 
ject muſt: have been no other than a Gredture: 


cConſequently, ewil was not: unoriginated. 


I add, without a Power of Choice either 
to do well or ill, no Creature can be eſteam d 
1 moral Agent; or, in other Words; his 


Conduct can: have no Connection with Re- 


Wards and [Puniſhmenrs: - conſequently. the 


Auggle- 


1 
e talk ridiculouſſy, uten my 
aſſert, „ That a Part of Mankind, 
de the Spawn of the Devil, or the Rodale | 
de and vs ring of a carnal Knowledge 
"ec gay) bade Eve: whilſt others, viz; 
40 rhemſioer, are only and truly of the Seed of 
« the Woman;” which muſt. import thus 
much, (if rhey have any Meaning at all, 
di. that the Seed of the Devil are, and cam 
only be guided and govern d by this cmi 
Primciple 5 and that the other, ui. the Seed 
of the Woman, can only be wee 4 | 
the good Princ U hie H * 
all Oath 2 is A eroy'dy, — 
Mankind are hereby put into a: Neceſſry of 
belonging to, and being govern d by. che 
one Principle, or the other. 
As an {inſtance of the incenlibly; W 


tion of this Sec, Twill relare a Piece of Con- | 


_ verfation which paſfed between rw pf cheff 

| letonians; my Information was from 

erlon then preſent, who heard one ſay 

8 bee: other, upon ſome Injury that be hal | 

bog vitae res That he, i. e. the in- 
* jurious Perſon, was a damm d Rogue; and alſo 
8 ere tot bim! "ON yp he a- 


An 
gain, I know you can't beeternally damm d, 
ce becauſe a Muggletonian!” altho he had all 
along inſiſted upon his being one of the vileſt 
of Men! But to proceed, _ 
I I muſt here again ask theſe Gentlemen, 
How they can, with any Juſtice to their rea- 
ſonable Nature, imagine that the Serpent, or 


the. Devil in the Serpent, could lye with . 
Mother Exe, ſo as to cauſe her to conceive 4 
and bring forth the proper Offspring of ſuch 1 * 
Conception, without ſome diſtinct Charac= | q 

_ reriflics or Marks, by which it's Sire might 5 


be diſtinguiſhed to be the Serpent or Devil; © 
and not Adam? Or was there no Diffe- 
rence in Specie between Adam, and the Devil? 1 


| on the contrary, we aſſuredly know, that * 
| all mixed Copulations and Engenderings are 7 
| conſtantly diſcovered by the Fœtus. On the | © 
other hand, how. come theſe: Gentlemen ro | ® 
|  :know that either the Devil, or Serpent, were ed 
capable of ſuch an aff with Eve? th 
The Muggletonians further ſay, That the fo 

Thee of which Eve eat, called the Thee of pf 


Knowledge of Good and Evil, was her be- 1 © 


ing overcome by the 2 Appearance 2 
the Devil made in the form of an Angel of 5 


Light, — But the text ſays, That after þ 


% 


the Woman had reaſon d with the Serpent 
about the Prohibicion, chat ſhe ſaw the Tree 
Was good for Food, 5 and. that it pleas d her 


Eyes, &c. inſomuch as being ſway'd by 
- thele Mogives, ſhe took thereof / and "did 
cat, and gave alſo unto her Husband with 


ber, and he did eat: No, ſay the Muggle- 


tonians he did Iye auth Eve, which was his 
eating; as her's was lying with the. Serpent; 


therefore I infer, that the Sin of Adam was 
his attending to the Law of his Make, and 


his comporting with the Command of God, 
Be fruitful and multiply! But in v. 12, of 
che 34 of Geneſis, Adam ſaid, She gave me 


of the Tree, and I did eat, i. e. according to 


Body muſt be the Tree; and then it runs 


thus, She gave me of the Devil and I did eat; 
or elle, She gave me her Body, and I did 


eat, 5. e. lay wich her, Let it be obſerv'd, 
that the Fruir. of which both ear, was the 


fame, if the Hiſtory be true; and the Aion 


is deſcribed as the fame in both likewiſe, 


vir, caring; hence it lies upon the Muggle- 
konians to prove, that if Eve's Tranſgreſſion in 
eating the forbidden Fruit, was her Coition 
with the Devil, how could Adam be guilty 
of violating the fame prohibition? The 


. Mugele- 


10 J 


Nluggletonian's appealing to the Account of 


the Virgin Mary's being over ſhaddow'd, for 
Proof of the. Poſſibility of the Devil's lyin 

with, or tranſmuting himſelf (as they 21 
it) into Eve, ſo as to cauſe her to conceive; 
is altogether romantic! Becauſe there is a 
manife Difference' between the Power of 
God bang ſuppos'd to form a Man in 


the Womb of the Virgin; and the Sup- | 


poſition of an evil Spirit or Angel impreg- 
nating a Woman; inafmuch as it is highly 
improbable that that Rank or order of Beings, 


of which the Devil is here ſuppoſed to be, 0 


were ever made capable of propagating their 
own Species: But upon the ſuppoſition thar 
N the Devil actually did lye with Eve, he 
muſt yer be as capable of lying with any of 
her Dau hrers, and therefore might long 
ere this have exterminated or debauched 
the holy Seed. Nor is any Muggletonian 
aſſur d hat his Wife may not become ſuch 
a Proſtitute to the Devil, and he himſelf 
be obliged to wear his Horns! * * 


Te” a 
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* This remark is the more s # propos, from the account Revelation 
2 us, of Numbers of Angel who left their firſt Stations, and ated 
r monk in the ny. | Ie 
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How ſhocking muſt this be to every 


virtuous Woman, to imagine that ſhe is e- 


qually expos d with Eve to loſe her Virginity . 
by the Cunning of one or other of theſe Devils? 
except ſhe can fuppoſe lierſelf more Wiſe and 

Virtuous than Eve was; or, that theſe Devils 


are ſince become more chaſte, or leſs capable! 
; Beſides, how can it be prov'd that the Devil, 


| ſuppoſed to be an immortal Spitit, ſhould 


communicate a Property he had not, wiz. 
Death, or Mortality? much 2 rational 
is it to ſuppoſe with ſome, that the forbidden 


Tree was the Serpent . Food, or at leaſt was in 


its own nature noxious and poiſonous to 
an humane Body; and as ſuch; upon the eat: 
ing chereof, Alpes d the vital Fluids to ſuch 
undue Fermentations, which eventually muſt 


deſtroy their Texture and Frame. And 


hence may we be able to find a very tatio- 
nal Senſe of that Text, as in Adam all died, 


or became ſubje& to Mortality by an here - 


ditary Conveyance of a diſtemper d Conſti- 


P 
ration; ſo in Ghrift ſhall all be made alfve, i. e. 


be raiſed from the Dead, | 


I I would further obſerve, that the Mug⸗ 


gletonians ſeem to have introduced this mon- 
ſtrous Notion of the Devil's begetting Cain, 


4 


* 1 


and of Cain's being a Devil, in Guter to 
account for the Diſflmitun - of Characters 


among Men, and the true e, of 

- Evil. oy ce 
T0 beim Which Diffculty 4 them 1 
pleaſe to conſider, that Men appear to be to 

univerſally poſſeſs'd of the ſame Kind of 
Soul that Adam at firſt -was created with; B 
i. e. 4. Soul or Mind capable of chuſig or m 
. nor does it appear, that our State e 
of Tryal differs from bis in any reſpet | 6G 
for the worſe, except it be the ill Exam. tk 
Þ ples and Inſftruffions. of Parents Guardians and "M 3 
b others with whom we converſe in our imma- v 
. 4 ture Age, which makes the Difference. As to 5 b 
w oral Evil, or Sin, it is cettain, as this is || ui 
no other than 4 Trangreſſom of a Law; || A 
o this could not be conveyd or propa- m 
=_ = by Generation; and: Man muſt be the n 
= ame he ever was as to his moral Capacities. - ff 
_ the Circumſtances of his bodily Frame 8 
may be alter'd;' and therefore hey italk 8 
| wildly, who aſſert that the guilt of any Action 
of Aden in a moral Senſe can be he con- 3 
1 vey d, or imputed to me. But if the Mug- x 
| gletonians Senſe be a truth, I being a Son of = 
Cain have his deviliſh Nature convey 'd rome; < 


| „ Mu 
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cn]. 
by which1 n only ca bleoflvilz l we 
- ti — — the Author = 
Narure as being wicked, but can no wy 
cenſure or condemn my ſelf; I. being 'only 
Phat he has unde e or 7 ue 
to make me. 191 W r 
But. 1 3 under r wages no 
Being whatever could be conſtituted and 
made with evil i in his Frame, inaſmuch as 
2 Feeapure is the « 80 of pp 


TT IWF 


: oY char a any Being e can 
either implant or propagate moral Exil in any . 
Subject, but be 5 e Conſent of ind 
WG | 


| wm. Another Nori the e es, as 5 
wance, ic, That C Gor ALMIGHTY exiſts in the 


Eri ＋ an old gray -hair'd Man, about fix _ 
et high; and: Na this bodily Shape of God, 


bas s the « Model: of the humane n 3 thus 
under. 


; . = 


"BY 1 14]. 
_nderflanding Moſes, as. intingting 3 8 
be ſays, Thar God made Min. in his ova 


warthe Reſawblence, hich 3 Shape = | 8 
er Hure of Man bore to the extern ee 15 
or Body of God the ſupreme Being. TT 


cf ax remark, thar ſuch an deiitlartbnl of at 
2 Ged, would introduce an inextticable Laby- er 
Arth of Difficulties; as fiſt, we ſhould be || © 
5 naturally led to atttibute Age, at the ſame 2 
Time we can by no Means apply any Mea- 
ſure of Duration co him; i. e. we can't ſay | 
he is older to Day, than he was a thoufand 
Years ago; or that he was younger when 
he laid the Folmdations of "this Eartbh, than 
de will be at the Day: of the Reflithtion of 
al Things. Again, We ſhould hereby be 
led to attribute à Change in his Being; at the 
9 ſame Time, we cannot imapi ne abſolute Per- 
ecki capable of any; and of which the 
Scripture expreſlly aſſerts, That with hirn is 
not ſo much as the Shaddow of Change. A. 
gain, We ſlould be led hereby to affix Li- 
mitations to his Being, becauſe any Kind of 
Form. os Shape would imply this; "Rog il he << 
poſſeſſes Immenſity and Inſouty he is indiſcrib- #* 


_ and will admit of no Repreſentation. 
On : 
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— #. £ Shines 
On 1 ir appears wich Force 7 
of Reaſon to me; that rage 


can neithet have Age, the Likeneſs of-- Age, | ; _ 


or Shape, or Figure: aſctibed to him; whole © 
glorious! Nature and Being, the moſt eralted 
Intelligence can neither ebe nor fully 
underſtand; but whoſe moral Perfectionsz 
and Deſig ns: of Government, have been 
panes in the cleareſt Mane _—_ the dan | 
| Chrift'Feſ Eu. 
I add more poßtteeh, Ge op cannot whe 
fubjecbto: any Form or Figure 3 becauſe Turi and 
Figure are only Accidentsof Beings, and are in 
their own Nature variable; and therefore no 
Being whatever can reſemble GoD, 3.6. in 
his Being, or Nature conſidered abſtratly, 
for there can be no Deſcription of, becauſe 
no Bounds unto his Being! he fills. by his 
Preſence all Things, and is filled of none 
—— to which, — have heard of an ho 
neſt C man's being in C with 
the e Mr. + us rainy ti the 
Nun of Converſation was ask't by Mr. Col 
lun, wirh 4 Smeer, If he could tell how big 
God Almighty was? Yes, replied the ho- 
c neſt. Man, I can tell both how big, and 
e I0) is: Helis" fo by, that the 


Heaven | 


. 1K 8 can r. contain him! 
ae and ſo lacie, that he can dwall i in at hum. 
| 8. «ble and contrite Soul- n tin i 
I But to return: If C ted in the Form 
ola Man, as Ifaid beſors;; je would have ce 
cidents attributed to him, whi 


45 


ich cannot be ap 
pflied ton Being without Beginning of Exiſt» | 
ence in Dutation, or Limitation of Exiſtencę in 
Space *: But Hurm and Hgure can belong on- 
ly to Beings that are mutable and ſimited; 
they themſelves being ſo, conſequently can- 
not belong to God. I add, that it ſcems 
very * chat Man ſnould be repre» 
ſented as made in the Likeneſs of God, becauſe 
of the Reſemblance of his bodily Formi or 
Structure; inaſmuch as this is allow'd by all 
wie Men to be the more: vile and ib fur 
Part of the Man; and not only ſo, but chap 
very Part of bim which was ubjeted wp the 

| 2. to Mortaliy, and Corruption. 

= Beſides, ſuch an Idea of God as. exiſling | 
in the Form of a Man, is by the Apoſtle con- 
demn d as the moſt groſs, ignorant, andum 
pious, Rom. i. 2 2, 2 ;. profeſſing themſelves 
' t | be _ Rs been docs 1185 n, 


143 "49 Fu WIE 

— 0 — 
* Ian E it to the he Mitephy Golaeb, to ien FRY FUr! oo . 

wie. Whether you, be not a Property of Det. in hc all _—_ 


oY 
| 
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pA Jy 
an Image made like to corruptible Man; 


dation « 


THT" 


b of che Stn Gods, inte 


&cc. ſo that this appears to be the very Foun- 


which follows: 15 But if tte Muggletonians 


will yet defend it, they muſt at the ſame 
time alſo give us a Vindication of all the 


Iddlatry, and Image-worlhip, not. only of Pa- 
gans, but alſo of Popiſh' Chriſtias. 
Theſe Gentlemen ſurely don tconſider, that 


ſnould we form ſuch Ideas as they would have 
us of God, we ſhould darken bose nobler, 


and more rational ones, entertained by a 
Soerdtes, a Plato, an Antoninus, and man y 
other Heathens, who ſpoke and wrote of 


the ſupreme Being, as the Soul of the Univerſe! 
the incomprehenſible Mind! a Spirit not to 
be deſcribed! and who never ſeem once to 
have thought of this ſuperannuated; or ra- 


ther childiſh Idea of his being an old Man | ! 
laced no doubt in a fine Elbow-Chair, 


ff all that Idolatry and Wickednels ; 


| 


. 
1 
$ pn 
I 


whit directing and 86e te Affairs 8 
: che Univerſe. | FE 


IV. The ST RE ow Wy That th Fl = 

; pr eme Being (which/l apprehend is an unchange- 

* . mpaſſ ble TY Was | N 
"into 
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to. * A aue ts bu. 


| ſures of 4 Woman's Womb! 


Give me leave to lay, the; Noon woche 


all my ' thinking Powers! and is truly (o 19; 
mantic, that there appears little need of an 


reply; however, if this could once be proy' 1 "i 


_ that he could become an Infant, 


would readily, allow, that in Conſequence 


i thereof he might. become; an old Man too! 
but can a reafonable Mind imagine, tas 


Deity could alter either its Nature, dene 8 
nce? ; 


: Circumſtances or Manner of 1 rs Ex 


if it can, where ſhall We. find. a fuxe Refuge 
in diſtreſs? of old, it has been oblerv'd, 


mutation, or Tranſlation are abſolntely, 1 incomes 
peril with thoſe Ideas we form of the i in» 


nicely ſupreme Being. Bur could he in 
the Muggletanian's ſenſe become a Child, then 
0 B y of God which before was In, an- 
tiquated Henn might thus be renew'd, or 

lrell'd; by reaſſuming an Iefaut State; 
bu: this is ſo ridiculous a Subject that it is a 


Fñleave it and proceed. 


that pecauſe Deity changeth not, therefore | 
Men might reſt ſecure in the Confidence 12 ; 


| pur in him. In fine, Tranſmigration,. Tranſs 


moſi ungrateful Task to parks Ky) therefore 
v. 


Jeſus. Chriſt -was. on Barth, there was no God 
in Heaven; and that we are thus to conceive. of 


As to this Article 1 will own, that if he 
was the Supreme God, then whilſt He was 
upon Earth, there could be no God in 
Heaven; othetwiſe, there were two Gods: 
But nothing can be mote expreſs againſt this 
opinion, than the Doctrine which Jeſus tauglit 
ol himſelf; {ee all his Goſpels, in almoſt 
every page of them; but more particulatly, 
John v. 30. where he ſays, be can of his os 
felf do nothing, but as he hears, he judgeth, 
and his Judgment is juſt, berauſe he ſeeks nor 
bit dun i, but the Will of his Father 
which hath (ent him. And agam, verſe 3 1. 
he declares if he ſhould refer. Men to his own 
* Teſtimony of himſelf, ſuch Evidence would 
be inconcluſive; then he tells them, that 
alto af hir Baptiſm, God bote Witnels to 
bim, yet they, not convinced by this, ap- 
e lm, to know lis Opinion, whoſe 
1 ſfimony of him was, that he was The 
"Meſſiah: Vet he did not nerd to reſt the Evi- 
dence Wholly here; fot he had à greater 


$ 
ny {1919 }C3 4 «4 
24 


. 5 Arne e Ty: 
e eee e 
0 / : ; : - 17 


4 \ P 


LA. / 


wrought by that Power he received from his 
Jewiſh: Rulers, had alrtady confeſt; as well «+ 

as others, that no Man cou'd do the Works 
1s added in v. 37, of the 3th of John, Thar 


born witneſs of him. Upon the whole, if 
he judged 5 pray who did he hear? and hic 


ſent bm; Here could be no Proptiety of 


V 
Wirneß than that of John, or any other 
Man, even the Airacles he - conſtantly 
Father; for theſe Miracles fully provd that 
God ſent him; as Nicodemus, one of the 
be did, except God was with him; and it 
the Father himſelf Who had. ſent him, had 


Chriſt Was the SUPREME God, how could 
he of hit own ſelf do nothing? As he heard 


own, Will, but the Will of bis Father who had 


Speech, if the Father here ſpoken of, was 


fiülſe in the 3 1 v. and the Argument drawn x 
from the Teſtimony of his Father, would be 


only Deluſion, referring to the 37 v, in com- 
pariſon with the Context; beſides, as no Being 

can properly be ſaid ro be a Witneſs of himſelf, F| 
ſo his Teſtimony. cannot by any Lau be ad- 9 


mitte as concluſive; therefore Jeſus. refers | * 
{4} them to Joby; to his own Works, as wrought 


wy 


f "41 21 4” 

by n Piu the receiv'd from God; and ap- 
peals to the vrrbal Teſtimony which God his 
Father gave of him. I might mention his 


telling his Diſciples that he would: aſcend to 


his Father, aud their Father; to his Gad, a 


their: God; which could not pothbly have 


either Truth or Propriety of Speech in it, if he 


himſelf was the Supreme God; for he could 


not aſcend to himſelf, or deſcend from him- 
ſelf; nor could there be any Being which 


could be call'd either his Father, or his Gad. 


But if theſe Muggletonian Notions of Feſus. | 


Chrift can be defended, then I confeſs the 


_ Papiſts may with as much Reaſon expect, | 


that their Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation may 
demand credit; as being, if poſlible, as little 
offenſive to thoſe reatonable Powers with 


—_ God has endow dn 20; 


V. The Muggletonians fay, That Ab 
Chr ift died, God died; and that then there was no 
God either in Heaven, or on Earth; 3 but that 
before he died, he inveſted Moles and Elias 
jth his Power, ſo that the World was govern, 'd 
and managed by them; nay, that by them Gop . 
SHY, WAS Jrow. the Dead, . | 


i * , * 4 & 
. 
- 


; i way the Lifeof God; ; ſince itmuſt give us a weak 


Let it here 1 obe. that vhet they 
Pop That God (i. e. the ſupreme 
died, when Jeſus Chriſt died; they don} t 
cConſider that the Life of: Feſus Chrif was took 
away by the Hands of wicked Men; but no 
xt can/be ſuppos' deapable of taking a- 


Idea of the Maker of all Things, to imagine 
any Being, or Number of Beings, could de- 
ſtroy him? or that any Evil can affect or 
alter unchangeable Goodneſs! or that any Good 
can be ſuppoſed to deſtroy its own Nature, 
or it ſelf; But if God dy'd, there was an 
be produced by ome (z when at the 
ſame time, no cauſe can be found equal wo > 
that Effelt; therefore God could not die. 4 
If after alt, the Mag?letonians ſhould aſſert, 45 
Tha God had an End to Anſwer by dying; || <. 
c 


1 fhould ask, what End? had God 3 1 
in any part of his Conduct, that Pumiſment «© 
or Penance became neceſſary to bring him * 


to Repentance? If not, his Creatures rg * 
aurong could only affect their own Happineſs; Rs: 
and therefore, the Creature 2 ſtood in PE; 
need of an Applitation to E in or- Bu 
der to his being cotrected an reſtored. 2 


"Again, as the Juſtice of God can never intend 
- ay 


— 

155 mote 6 2 Capacity and kiclidddfon 
of invariably doing Right; hence che very 
Jaſtie of God would be impeach d, had is 


demanded ſuch a Kind of Satisfaction s 
its own Death. To illuſtrate this Matter 


a hace by an eaſy Simi; Would amy 
hurpan Prince be eſteem 
appoint the Puniſtimerit of himſelf irs 


* be to correct ſome Rebe, and recon- 
© cile them to his Government? or as 4 
Mlesns of reconciling himſelf to them and 


© becoming more propitious, mult he be 
in a Rage -with: himſelf? and pour out his 
„Wiach upom Bimſelf: or elle, the wiſe 
ptinees Juſtice could not be ſatisſy d 


* that is to ay, if any of his Subjects of- 
© fend, according to the Rule of Right: and 
e Equity y, he muſt inflict Pains on hin 


:folf, in order to deſtroy: his Subjects En- 


Ls mie This Sort of Conduct indeed mighe ; 


appear juſtifyable, if the Prince had. pro- 


e vok'd his Subjects to Rebellion by ſwer- 
Ly ving from the Rules of Righthimſelf; but o- 
© therwiſe, would betray Weakneſs not Wiſe 
dom in the Prince, and wp him the 


92 more o eee, 


ed; wiſe, ſhould 


. 
8 1 mW 


TT 


„ier can it be * Caſe with Pa eee 
. good Being; for he could no Way be 
injur d by the Sin of Man; Man's Sin ON 
only injure himſelf, as becoming diſorder d 


thereby; therefore it can never be {i uppos'd 
God ſhould be revenged on himſelf doch 


Sort of Conduct indeed ſometimes appears 
among the moſt abandon'd of his Creatures, 

which human Laws declate to be Flo de 
- ſes; and. as ſuch puniſhable; bur, che Sup- 
poſition becomes blaſ * 


:mous when apply' 0 


to God. by 
But 8 this "Ito e e 
That tho God died, his Power did not die; 
for he inveſted Moſes and Elias therewith. - 
This is indeed aſſerting that the Power, f- 
Deity could be alienated from Derry, and that 


Deity could be divided; ſeparated, and di 


ſolv 4: but if God died, and not his Power; 


: then God could be God without his Power; 
and therefore the Power of God muſt be el⸗ 


teemed as ſomething diſtinct and foreign 


to himſelf. I am ſurpriz'd that Men of 
any degree of Thought, cannot ſee the Fallacy 
ot the Propoſition ! ' In order to Maſtrace 
this Matter a little, give me leave to define, 
What is 5 the Idea we univerſally form of Power, - 
when 


* 
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we ppp 6d; And it > duct 4 
Capacity we attribute to him ur the Sabjeff . 
2 from 'whith that Capicity chmot be ſe- 
= for PG. cannot lt at all With“ 

irs Fubject; but if the Subject be de 
ſtroy d, all Capacity of ading, &c. of which 4 
12 Säbject was before pöſſelsd, or all 
that wc which could be iteribiieed bs it, 
mut be deſtroyed alſo: I add, that the Su. 


 Þreme Being cannot communicate aby. Degtete 
of 2 wo Hs of his Creatares, — can 


| of the rell 1 df his Ns” or ch 
becdming any other than what he always 
- Was; without the leaſt Altetation, or Change. 
Beſides, the A. Ag xleloniant themſelves will 
often aſſert, That the Eſeuce of God catinot 
be divided; but if not Alt, there colild 
be no Separation, therefore God and tis 
| Power could not de Nparated. . 
hut let use camine how of Where the Mig: 
Kue lay, God diſpoſed of his Power be= 
fore he died? Why; they tell us, That truly 
bie put his Poiter into the Lands of Ah fer ak 
Bligh; and har they did actually govern, and 
8 the World, whit God uy dead! 
0 9 nay,. 


— 


"WT. 


£ nay, thac He was fatto raiſed from the D 


by their Hands! 1 | 


I cannot forbear as this he Walt 
| ſurprizing Stretch of Enthuſiaſm I ever met 
with, and did 1 not know, . that a Leader of 
the Sell and ſome others are good- natur d, 
and, in other reſpects, well behav'd' Men, I 


ſhould have thought that Lunacy was 55 
rable from the Fixedneſ of theſe Rowing 
Imagination! * 1 


More directly, as [ haye ade 1 


chat no Capacity or Ponger can exiſt without 


2 Subject; vt further aſſert, that no Saljelt 


can poſſeſs a Capacity or Pomer to which it is 
unequal : But the Power of God, (by which 


1 would be underſtood to mean all along, 
the eſſential Power of God) is infinite; and 
therefore could not be ſupported by Moſes 
and Elias, who are finite; conſequentiy Moſes 
and Elias did not poſſeſs or exerciſe any ſuch 
Power. Nor can [1 imagine how theſe Gen- 


tlemen will give a Solution of the following. 
Queſtions; as firſt, What Quantity of this 


"Power they aſſign ro Moſes? and how much 


to Elias? Which of theſe . was the beaſt. : 


Subject in which this Capacity or Power mig 


belt | relide, 48d. by. ad be *exercil 0 a- 
Or 


k . 4 
* 


muß; 
Ori dticheris an equal Part wy Poder, Was 
ws ee to each, each havin g an equal © 


e· of Skill to manage it? Ot whether the 


, habit d to both, and that both of them 
became Buroneidential Subject thereof? | © 

I can with ſome others form ſome eon 

ſildent Notion! of God's producing a Being ö 


with fit Qualifications, as an Inſtrument by 


which he ſhould make a World and then . N 
c= 


port it; and there appears nothing cont 


tory in this: But to ſuppoſe, that two Creatures 

ſuould be made capable Subjects of the bound- 
leſs and immenſe Perfections of Deity, is to ſup- 
poſe them equal tothe C aus x OF ALLTHINGS!: 
i. e. equal to that, to which they are unequal! 15 
which is fo abſur d, that it appears to me no 
better than a wild Flight of the ene ene, 


VI T. The Mi uggletonians tell Us, That they. 


have received an infallible Key to the Bible 


from Mogglron, and Reeves, the Founders, 


of F their Se who 2 they afert to hade been under 
the immediate Inſpiration of God; and as fuch, 


were the two laſt Wirneſſes, and Prophets 


of in Senipture. 


Holen and propheſy'a 


2 "If rrp were a, Truth, it woul appear that Moſes and Elias Giffered' | 
very much from all other Prieffs that ever I heard or read of, inaſmuch as J 
| apa wy the ſole Power ch hands, e ſo e part 


9 
1 


Ee. La WY x 
Before we admit this as a Truth, it will he” 
ptoper for us to. conſider, - whether the 
Doctrines or Opinions theſe: Men advanced 
will give any room to conclude, they were 
Men thus extraordinarily favour di fram 
Heaven, or what other Evidence: they: have 
given of it: As to the Opinions: 2 ad- 
vanced, I have already taken . a. view of them, 
and imagine I. have prov'd, that they are 
wholly inconſiſtent with the Suggeſtions. of 
the Divine Spirit, the Spirit of Burb and 
order: Neither can it be made appear, that 
they had any Commiſion from God as his 
Prophets; becauſe, they claim'd an uncrea- 
turely and inhumane Authority of danming . 
and ſaving, whomſoever the 2 This, 
if you. will, TW call a Giterim of their be · 
ing. vile Impoſtors; but not of their being 
Drvine Prophets! _ No, the: Claim i is too un- 
ſufferable; the true Apoſtles never aſſerted. 
ſuch a Claim, but made rational and modeſt 
Addreſſes to Mankind, conſtantly. inform 
ing them of the Connection that there | is 
between Virtue and Happineſs 5 Vie and 


by 
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' Miſery: They urged Mens Attention to the 0 


. and nd Feſ of Things, by Motiyesdrayen. M4 
from the very Nature and Tende 


thereo! 


1 


"T*T. 


ney e the aa h Pieeifes and 
Threatnings of God; heteby proving tha: 
Gad bas confirm d this: Brmeſs by the Teſti- 
mony of his Son: and St. Paul gives them 
a Motive from his own Example, aſſerting, | 
That tho! he was an Apoſtle, yet he kept 
under bis Body, and brought it into Sub- 
jection, leſt that by any means when he 
had preached Chriſt to others, he himſel f 
ſhould be à Caſt away; i. Cor. ix. 27. which- 
ſtrongly 2 oyes, that St. Paul had no ſuch 
Power. o and ſaving Men; nay, in- 
the 2 Cor. i i. 24, Faye tells them that he had 
nu Dominion over their Faiths and in G 
vi. 4 he ſays, Let every Aan prove' bis" 
own. Wark, aud then foall' be have rejoycing- 
in bimſelf alone, aud not i in another ; fer every 
Man. ſball hear his o Burden. IS 
CHRIS r himſelf never aſſerted any ſuch h! M 
lam, but all the Encouragements he: pave 
Men of Eternal Life: were conditional, and! 
alwaysi reſpected: the neſs: of the Subject: | 
Nay lu add; that Gor Armicary cannot 
will an y thing in the preſenr caſe, reſpect· 
ing. gra final State of Men; that can be 
in the leaſt contrary to his own Perfections 
or, dhe Frame n of tho Ctea- 


ture. a 


— 
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m_ Fav ourites of Hea den, ſhould have 


* 


ture. Tbesefore Mugeleton and Reeves, couk 
receive no ſuch Power from God. 


Their Pretenſions to Iyfallibiliry muſle con- 


ſequently ſtand upon a very bad Foundation: 
eſpecially if we cotiſider, that the ſacred, | 
Seriptures can no longer be eſteem'd as an uni- 
vexlal Rule of Faith and Conduct to all who 


have them, if none but a ſmall Number of 


theſe have a Key to the. underſtanding of 
them; but if God has vouchſafed this ne- 


ceſſary Knowledge only to one Sett of Men, 


the Scriptures muſt be entirely »ſeleſs to all, 
but thoſe who have the Happineſs of being 
well aſſur'd of the Senſe of them from — 


infallible Guides; and therefore our Saviour 


and his Apoſtles ſhould have added to their 

Command of ſearching and examining the. 
Scriptures; that as ſoon as the two great 
Prophets Muggleton and Reeves ſhduld 


come, we ſhould no longer have occaſion 


for: uſing our own Faculties in Searches after 
Divine Knowledge, but attend to them and 


to their Followers, by whoſe infallible Gui- 


dance we ſhould. have Eternal Life: Beſides 
had this been a Truth, methinks it would 


have been neceſſary, that theſe ſpecial and 
had 
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had ſome extraordinary. Endowments 26 
Characeeriſticy' ot Marks by which. they i 
mighe have been diſtinguiſhed as 
but me have no authentic Account of chic 
baving had any thing like it. 
wn On the other hand, I own. had for wy. 
pat, Thad rather continue my Opinion, that 
che Scriptures are conſtantly loch d and pes 
to every honeſt Enquirer; and are yet 
profitable for Doctrine, for Reproof, for Cor: - 
rection, and for Inſtruction in Righteouſneſs; 
and that ſuch a ſincere Enquirer may in any 
Age or Nation be perfected by them, and 
throughly furniſned to all good Works; 
and that none but umſtable or infincere Men 
can wreſt the ape to their own 
damage. 

Again, I waa abe; 0 a Pein 
to In libility, has never ſerved any valuable | 
End either in Church, State, or civil Life: 
In the Church and World it has produced 
the moſt diſmal Effects; wherever, and ſo 
far, as it has had any Influence; it has in 
proportion become the Engine of all Sorts 
of Villanies, Cruelties, and Inbumanities 
nor can any Man be ſafe in any of his 
| Propertics where it gains the a ! 

| | what 


; 


% 


* 


What havock it has every where made, the. 
concurrent Teſtimonies of. Hiffory for many 
Cencuries fully evince. In Civil Society, we 
do all abhor the Thought of being guided 
by an implicite Faith, or of yielding up all 
our reaſonable Faculties, even where our 
preſent Interſis are only concern dj ſurely 
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quires a Conformity of Conduct to our oun 
Principles: i. e. we are to be fully convinced 
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2 7 : 


tf 


1 


S027 > ff oe os VL r . ee, 


TIM 


; 1 \ * f * » | * i & | FT 4 
alto ds hat is the Opinion:of:orhers, ſince 


theit | Faith can no way ſerve us, or ſtamp Aa 


value; on our Conduct, any further that we 


ſee: the Reaſonableneſs of it, and by a full 
Conviction of Mind make it our own. Not 


noPower to commandthe Aſlenrofanother;ht 


abr her Mau s Servant, as is conimon with the 
Muggletonian: 5 or he may, 25 the Pope and his 
Agents have done, add coercive Methods, to 


the While he does God good Service: But if he 
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the Order of Nature, and applies the moſt 
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Nature of Things are abſolutely incapable 
of becoming the Property of another. 
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